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BY  TO M  K I L L I N  DA LG L IS H
tdalglish@eastbaynewspapers.com

LITTLE COMPTON — The
Town Council took less than 15
minutes last Thursday to deny the
Stone House application for an
entertainment license, and to
grant a license application from
Carolyn's Sakonnet Vineyard
allowing in to conduct nine wed-
dings on Lot 8-10 at the vineyard. 

That lot is not subject to any
conservation easement, and
therefore not under the purview
of the Little Compton Agricultural
Land Trust.

"My intention is to get to a con-
clusion on the two items before
us," said Town Council President
Robert Mushen at the outset of
the meeting, referring to the two
license applications on the agen-
da.

"I will ask for a conversation
among the council," he said. "I
am grateful for the opportunity
we have had to hear from many of
you in writing and in person last
week, We will not invest ourselves
in that process. I think we have
heard from you."

He launched into a summary of
where things stood. 

"There are some common
themes. We would like a success-
ful operation. We'd like to see the
hotel, the Tap Room, and the
Barn, all returned to their previ-
ous operation, and that's how
we'd like it to operate in the
future. We'd like to see a return to
what it was we had before."

"Another issue was a criticism,"
he said. "We don't know the own-
er's big picture, we can't see his
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Up, Up, and Away!
‘Superman’ building has a new resident, now
with falcon-cam

EAST BAY LIFE

BY  B R U C E  B U R D E T T
bburdett@eastbaynewspapers.com

TIVERTON — Minutes before,
Ted Richards had boldly promised
two of the most influential women
in Washington an idea too good to
refuse.

Now the young jewelry repre-
sentative had just the short drive
from his hotel to the new Senate
Office Building to come up with
something.

“I told them, ‘I’m on my way,’ but
I didn’t have any idea. I told myself,
‘You have 10 minutes to come up
with something brilliant.”

He was in this pickle because, as

Presidential moments in metal

Richards’ work celebrates history in iron, bronze, gold
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Ted Richards hold the inaugural medallion created for President Kennedy and Vice President Johnson that got his career off and running.

See MEDALLION Page 3

An assort-
ment of
medallions
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Richards long
career.
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new man on the staff of Attleboro-
based jewelry maker Robbins Co.,
he had volunteered for the firm’s
toughest territory.

That would be the Washington
DC area, so he’d spent the day
harassing government offices for
business. Perhaps to get him off her
back after four calls, one staffer
suggested that he call Ellen Prox-
mire and Lindy Boggs, wives of the
Senator and Congressman. They
were in charge of planning the
Inaugural Ball. Maybe they could
use something.

“Perfect. I had a wife, four kids,
bills — I had to come up with
something.”

He’d scarcely left when inspira-
tion struck in the form of his recol-
lection of a famous Yousuf Karsh
photo of President Kennedy and
wife Jackie.

“The problem with the recent
election had been that the
Kennedy people despised the
Texas people (where Vice President
Lyndon Johnson was from), and
the Texas people despised the
Kennedy people.”

Why not put Lyndon Johnson
and JFK onto one medallion —
posed similarly to that Jackie and
JFK photo.

“That was my pitch. (Ms. Prox-
mire and Ms. Boggs) were in disbe-
lief at first and then — they loved
it.”

Mr. Richards called back to com-
pany headquarters — Can you get
(sculptor) Phil Karczowski to work
with this? “And we need it in ten
days.”

Robbins Co. suddenly found
itself with an order for Presidential
medallions — two full-sized and
30,000 miniatures.

“The bill was huge and the com-
pany couldn’t believe it,” he said
with a laugh.

Two gold versions were also
made — one each for JFK and LBJ.

In his vast scrapbook collection,
Mr. Richards has a photo of LBJ sit-
ting at a desk not long after JFK’s
assassination. The only item on the
desk is his gold inaugural medal-
lion of the two men together. A
similar photo made the cover of a
national magazine at the time of
LBJ’s inauguration. 

The work continues
“That’s where it all really started

for me,” said Mr. Richards who is
now 86 and lives at Brookwood
Sakonnet Bay Manor in Tiverton.
His wife Ann (Cleveland) Richards
passed away several years ago but

her photos and those of their big
family are everywhere.

Fifty five years after that success,
it’s Presidential election season
again which brings these and the
countless other memories that fill
his 180 scrapbooks flooding back.
His Sakonnet Bay room is filled to
capacity with precious mementos,

photos taken with Presidents, and
cast iron fire trucks (another
branch of his varied and continu-
ing career).

Mr. Richards grew up in Provi-
dence, went to Moses Brown, then
Brown and Harvard Business
School. Robbins Co. was his sec-
ond job after school and service in

the Korean War and, after the
medallion success, he quickly
became a director there.

The inauguration medallion
breakthrough was just the start.
The years to come brought orders
from political parties during cam-
paign season, government, service
organizations, private companies

— “You name it.” He created and so
commemorative belt buckles, tie
tacks, medals … One specially
important order for the Civil War
Centennial led to medallions fea-
turing Civil War battlefields — and
breakfast with former President
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Eisenhow-
er, who lived in Gettysburg, had
been invited to the unveiling of the
Gettysburg medallion.

And the orders keep coming in.
He still has active accounts, among
them the Kennedy Library, the
Holy Name Society, The College of
William and Mary, Lions Club
International …

“The thing is I love to work. This
is my bedroom, my office, my ship-
ping department. I don’t drive any-
more so I have a hell of a time get-
ting up to the Kennedy Library, but
that hasn’t stopped me,” Mr.
Richards said. He recently com-
pleted the sale of 500 Kennedy PT
109 pins for a “spiffy shop.” Now, as
always, he remains intimately
involved in every step, from design
through production.

It’s been a roller coaster ride of
success, bankruptcy, recovery — “a
great adventure.”

“I should have wound up a
wealthy individual, instead I was a

MEDALLION: His ‘hard copies’ record historic moments
From Page 1
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Ted Richards with a beer wagon from his Utexiqual cast iron toy company.

Ted Richards, at right, watches as President Lyndon Johnson receives a copy of his inaugural medal.

See MEDALLION Page 4



Police report large seizure
of marijuana, butane

honey oil

TIVERTON — Two Tiverton
residents, one of whom holds a
medical marijuana compassion-
ate caregiver card, have been
arrested on marijuana selling
charges.

Colonel Steven G. O’Donnell,
superintendent of the Rhode
Island State Police announced
that members of the High Inten-
sity Drug Trafficking Area Task
Force arrested Joshua Berg,  24,
and Amanda Ribeiro, 22, both of
69 Beardsworth Road, Tiverton,
on Wednesday, March 30.

They were charged with pos-

session with intent to deliver a
Schedule I controlled substance
— marijuana — and possession
in excess of five kilograms of
marijuana. 

On March 30, members of the
Task Force, with the assistance of
the Tiverton Police Department,
executed two search warrants at
69 Beardsworth Road and a com-
mercial building, located at 152
Bears Den Road. State Police said
the investigation revealed that
Mr. Berg and Ms. Ribeiro were
using their residence and the
commercial building to illegally
manufacture marijuana. Joshua
Berg was found to have been
issued a Rhode Island medical
marijuana caregiver card, but
police said their investigation

revealed that he had exceeded
the limits set by Rhode Island law

of 24 mature plants and five
ounces of usable marijuana. 

Members of the Task Force

seized approximately 70 pounds
of marijuana, 21 grams of butane
honey oil edibles and 25 mature
plants. 

Mr. Berg and Ms. Ribeiro were
processed at State Police Head-
quarters and arraigned in Sec-
ond Division District Court.
Associate Judge Colleen M. Hast-
ings ordered both Mr. Berg and
Ms. Ribeiro to be held without
bail, pending a bail hearing on
Tuesday, April 5. 

“This is yet another example of
someone trying to take advan-
tage of the medical marijuana
program that needs revamping,”
said Colonel O’Donnell.

Penalties for possession of
marijuana with intent to deliver
can include imprisonment for

not more than thirty 30 years, or
fines of not more than $100,000
nor less than three $3,000. The
possession in excess of 5 kilo-
grams of marijuana statute
includes even stiffer penalties.

The HIDTA Task Force is man-
aged by the Rhode Island State
Police and comprised of mem-
bers from Providence Police,
Pawtucket Police, Johnston
Police, Central Falls Police, West
Warwick Police, East Greenwich
Police, Lincoln Police, United
States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co and Firearms, United States
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, and the United States
Bureau of Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement-Homeland
Security Investigations. 
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Medical marijuana ‘caregiver’ charged as drug dealer

“This is yet another
example of someone
trying to take advantage
of the medical marijuana
program that needs
revamping.”

COLONEL STEVEN G. O’DONNELL
SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
RHODE ISLAND STATE POLICE

guy who had a ball doing what he
loved. Nobody ever had more fun
at his job.”

He has a special fondness for his
time as co-owner of Utexiqual
(Utility, Excellence, Integrity, Qual-
ity) Products, a firm he and a part-
ner formed to sell cast iron models
of horse-drawn fire trucks, wagons
and other toys from the 1800s.  A
magazine story shows him sitting
cross-legged surrounded by high-
quality examples of their work.
“With Ted Richards, it started as a
hobby. Now over 1,400 stores …”
reads the headline.

“People loved them.” One day he
walked into FAO Schwarz in New
York with a cast iron hook and lad-
der truck, wrangled an interview,
and walked out with an order for
50.

“There was a phone booth
across the street so I called Mar-
shall Fields, told them about this
fire truck that FAO Schwarz would
soon be selling and the fellow said,
‘Put me down for 50.’ And it just
went from there.”

And it was a great 14-year run
“until Taiwan started sending over
cheap knockoffs of our designs.
Destroyed our business,” and led
to a date with bankruptcy court. “It
was tough but there is nothing to
do but get up and dust yourself
off.”

When not conducting business
in his home office, Mr. Richards
said he enjoys life at Sakonnet Bay
— especially open bar days when
he and friends gather for some
laughs and, in this election year, to
talk politics — he holds up the
conservative end. “I’m pretty badly
outnumbered.”

Elections, campaigns, inaugura-
tions — “those have always been
exciting times for me. So few peo-
ple truly enjoy their careers. I’m
one of the lucky ones.”

From Page 3

MEDALLION:
Moments in
metal


